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W H I T E  P A P E R

Medium Combustion Plant Directive - Regulatory Compliance

PERMIT COMPLIANCE TIMEFRAME

The Medium Combustion Plant Directive already applies to plants that 
began operating after 20th December 2018, and will apply to existing 
plants (put into operation before 20th December 2018), from 1st 



Emissions monitoring parameters are fuel dependant; gas fired 
processes typically require only emissions monitoring for NOx (Oxides 
of Nitrogen) to comply with an ELV though CO (Carbon Monoxide) is 
generally required in addition but not subject to an ELV. For combustion 
of biogas or solid fuels and biomass ELVs will apply for dust and Sulphur 
Dioxide in addition to NOx.

The permit will specify the monitoring method you must use. Usually for 
low risk standard rules permits and simple bespoke permits require you 
to use the monitoring method set out in Environment Agency Technical 
Guidance Note M5. Complex bespoke permits require you to verify 
emissions using the Environment Agency’s Monitoring Certification 
Scheme – MCERTS.

Where dust emissions monitoring is undertaken this requires the use 
of isokinetic testing methods. With isokinetic testing, it’s important 
to note the access requirements for equipment (sampling ports) and 
personnel (permanent and/or temporary sampling platform) along with 
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